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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 








Vol. IX April 15, 1941 No. 8 
NOTE: - 


No very outstanding books with an assured market in this group. The Spring crop has 
been largely garnered - and rather slim pickings at that; what 1s coming 1n now con- 
sists of late additions to lists, or books with a fore-flavor of light summer enter- 
tainment. A fictional diary by P.L. Travers, I GO RY SEA, I GO BY LAND (Harper) will 
have a tug at the heartstrings for many, but it is not a great novel; there's a Phil 
Stong, THE PRINCESS which will reach many on his name, and this ts true also of the 
new “yron Prinig, ALL OF THEIR LIVES (both Farrar & Rinehart) - but netther qualifies 
as a “UST POOK. The new Kate O'RPrien, THE LAND OF SPICES (Doubleday) is the most dis- 
tinguished book of the group, but has no wide appeal. Good high average in thriller 
list. See below for reports. , 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ALL 
May 5 
Herbst, Josephine SATAN'S SERGEANT Scribner 


Once again a novel in the form of a cross section, this time a Pennsylvania 
mill town and its families, through different strata. Once again, the writer falls in- 
to the pitfall of most of such writers, - there is too much exposition, too many strands, 
too many individual stories half told for the reader's sympathy to be built around any 
one figure. Josephine Herbst has a keen sense of people, and of the discontent, the 
sterility, the trouble which scars their lives. The interest shifts, now to the Arm- 
strongs, now to the Hulsinki's, now to families in the upper social level, now to > 
Dowell, a tramp, who is perhaps symbolically "Satan's sergeant". At the close a vil- 
lage fire and a mill accident go some distance towards uniting what seems a rather dis- 


integrated whole. Somewhat limited as to market. $2.50 
May % 21 

Travers, P.L. I GO BY SEA, I GO BY LAND Harper 

° The creator of Yary Poppins must be the "Pel" in the story, told in the 


form of a diary written by an lli-year old English girl, of the break with the old 

home in England, the journey over sea and land, to a new world, to be a guest in the 
home of an American aunt, "for the duration", "Pel" is the chaperon, a lovable, under- 
standing friend of the family, a bit distrait and scatterbrained, but a perfect compan- 
ion for a dangerous voyage, an ideal "buffer" against the impact of newness and strange- 
ness and homesickness, a good guide to finding out the ways in a new environment. Im- 
agination, charm, and sheer grit characterize the children of the story, the young 
diarist, Sabrina, and her younger brother, James, and their shipmates. The whirl of 
allthe early months over here keep them from fully facing the break with home - though 
they long for a chance to be alone and themselves, now and then. The story winds up 
with a glorious birthday party - and a sudden "growing up" as they get the news that 
the beloved landmark of home has been destroyed. The story has the earmarks of per- 
sonal experience and intimate knowledge and sympathy with the child viewpoint. The 
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ideal book for a double market - as it should help Americans, young and old, to bridge 
the gap with their English guests. P.L. Travers has a heart-warming faculty for bring- 
ing tears and laughter. $2.00 


May All 
Kober, Arthur MY DEAR BELLA Random House 


Bronx Bella of New Yorker fame is all here, with the much-baited Mr. Gross 
and the heavy mouthed Mrs. Gross. There's much ado on the part of the Excelsior Social 
Club; there are parties galore; there's romance in the making and the unmaking; there's 


the much discussed problem of Bella's spinsterhood. Kosher Kober, agreeable by us. 
$2.00 


May 23 
Paul, Louis THE REVEREND BEN POOL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This might be characterized as a 1940 Passing of the Third Floor Pack, a 
bit more realistic and less symbolic in the handling, but a warm representation of an 
individual quest in the story of Ben Pool, likeable, sympathetic, sincere. His is a 
comfortable berth in a small community when he comes to New York to lose himself in 
the anonymity of a big city, there to minister to all types of his fellow men. In the 
boarding house where he lives, he finds the good in his fellow-boarders, and gives 
them at least momentary help through his simplicity, his sympathy and kindly humor. 

He saves a girl's life and reputation; he is the loadstone for sundry uncompanionable 
personalities. And he returns to his isolated community after his experience, without 


the woman he wants, ignorant of the fact that she is carrying his child. $2.50 
May 26 
Stong, Phil THE PRINCESS Farrar & Rinehart 


This isn't up to Phil Stong's best, though he always spins a readable 
enough tale. One has the sense of his taking unjustified short cuts with his charac- 
ters, his situations, that leave holes in his fabric. It is the story of a girl, 
brought up by a much older brother and the “hired man" (glorified in the character of 
a staunch old reprobate, whose chief aim in life is to live long enough to worry the 
insurance company) - old beyond her years, and, at eighteen, forced to take over the 
management of a great Iowa farm, and to see it through the war, its aftermath, the 
ups and downs of boom and depression years. Almost she misses out on a normal woman's 
life, but at the end romance comes into its own. A rather prettified picture of farm 
life, where all goes in her favor - and she can still trail velvets on state occasions. 


: $2.50 
} aod 
} 


O'Brien, Edward J. - Ed. THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF 1941 Houghton, Mifflin 


This last collection that the famous compiler made before his death carries 
on the tradition of choice of excellence. As usual debatable, but at any rate fairly 
representative cream of the crop from important magazines, with a predominance of old 
familiars. A good many New Yorker contributors, some newcomers, all types of stories, 
short shorts, long shorts, current problem stories, farm, peasant, city and country 


backgrounds, character sketches and O'Henry twists. Useful for writing courses, etc. 
$2 75 








a a EH 


maemo 


























April 15, 1941 Fictton - 166 - 
June 6 


Greig, Maysie HONEYMOON ALONE | Doubleday, Doran 





Maysie outdoes herself in this latest bit of lurve fervor, in a story of 
two sisters who love the same man, of a marriage of convenience (based on misunder- 

standing) and of how it turns out quite differently. There's a rocky road ahead, and 
it takes the war and shell shock to bring love back on the track. Rental Greig fans. 


$2.00 
|v 
O'Brien, Kate THE LAND OF SPICES Doubleday, Doran 
” Whatever Kate O'Brien writes has great distinction of both feeling and man- 


ner. I loved this book, laid within the walls of a French - Irish convent in Ireland. 
Fastidiously perceived and transcribed, it has understanding and reality and compas- 
sion. The story revolves around the personality of the head of a French sisterhood, 

a woman of great reserve, well suited to deal with the administrative problems, but 
recognizing in herself the intolerance and hardness which has grown since she discovered 
that her adored father was a homosexual. Now in Ireland, after his death she faces 
herself, acknowledges her denials of "the young, the weak, the sentimental" and finds 
new life through her love of a six year old child, which brings her peace and under- 
standing. A moving story, difficult to appraise as to market. Naturally, the Cath- 
Olic market is its strong-hold, but there should be a wide and tolerant general market 
of discriminating readers. $2.50 


June 17 
Brand, Max THE LONG CHANCE Dodd, Mead 


Variation on the Imposter idea as Sam Cross, in payment for a debt he owes, 
agrees to be Chandler's double for a year, fighting his duels, robbing, generally 
shouldering the scrapes of young bloods in pre-Civil War days in New Orleans. He uses 
his disguise to rehabilitate Chandler's name, wins the sister's love, and manages to 
escape the penalty of the misdeeds he has undertaken. Adventure-romance in Farnolish 


manner, pop stuff, for rental libraries. A new field for Max Brand. $2.00 
June 26 Y 
Brinig, Myron ALL OF THEIR LIVES Farrar & Rinehart 


Mabel Luhan to the life, camouflaged sufficiently to escape the charge of 
libel, but recognizable, not only in personality and characteristics, but in the un- 
rolling of her tale of avid conquest, - marriage after marriage, punctuated with af- 
fairs and culminating in New Mexico, where lightning strikes and ends her amorous 
career. This is the Florence of the story - and paralleling her tale is that of with- 
drawn and tragic Dora, who loved the first man and the last man in Florence's erratic 
passage, only to lose them both to her sensational and exotic rival. Brinig is less 
pornographic than in some of his early work; less homely than in some of his recent 
work; and inexcusably amateurish in his overwriting and slapdash style. $2.50 


A Handful of Late Comers - A Play - Reprints 
Lohrke, Eugene NIGHT RAID Henry Holt 
A thinly camouflaged personal record posing as fiction, in the story of 


four hours in the life of a doctor during a night raid in a small English village. 
Throughout the record of his calls, from laborer to aristocrat, and closing with the 
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raid at its peak, there is reflected the shadow of apprehension, watching, waiting, 
dominated by quiet doggedness and discipline. The story is told by a journalist who 
has been in England since 1936, and whose earlier book, Night Over England, had a good 
press. Sympathetic sensitive writing - but as a novel, on the thin side. (4/16) $2.00 


Wells, H.G. ALL ABOARD FOR ARARAT Alliance 


Essay in form of narrative, with some trenchant remarks on the current 
situation, and a brilliant introduction to which the balance fails to measure up. 
Typically Wellsian soliloquy of ideas springboarding from God's visit to "Noah Lammock" 
in search of someone to prepare another ark for another Ararat. Wells-Lammock query- 
ing of Biblical history is irreverent but amusing, but the plans which follow, for the 
ark and its voyaging, bog down considerably. (4/17) $1.75 


Jackson, Michael KARIN ELLIS Penn 


More fully and capably developed than the expected renter - this thoroughly 
realistic and readable book which women will surely like. This is the story of a car- 
eer girl, who left a small backwater New England town to work in New York, and who suc- 
ceeded in putting a small cosmetics firm on the map, launching a new line of beautifiers 
under her own name (the Karin invented for her career, the Ellis acquired by marriage to 
an undisciplined young artist). Comes the first world war - and when Jeff returns, he 
finds himself overshadowed by Emily's career and salary, and eventually they are di- 
vorced. A second marriage to a weakling goes on the rocks, ending in his suicide. 

And Emily, now forty, faces success at the cost of husband and children. (4/25) $2.50 


Announcing for April in book form 
Behrman, S.N. THE TALLEY METHOD Random House 


Ina Claire and Philip Merivale didn't quite succeed in saving this uneven 
play about a doctor who tries to regiment his own household, and it succumbed after a 
short run in New York. Perhaps better to read than to see. (Apré+—??) $2.00 
Way e 
REPRINTS - Each $.25 


Booth, Charles THE GENERAL DIED AT DAWN Pocket Books 
Crofts, Freeman Wills SIR JOHN MAGILL'S LAST JOURNEY " 
Carr, John Dickson IT WALKS BY NIGHT e ° 
Ripley, Robert L. BELIEVE IT OR NOT . ® 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 
April 28 


Shearing, Joseph . LAURA SARELLE Smith & Durrell 


Horror story of the 1840's, upholstered to the period, a good job of its 
kind but not up to his best. The story of morbid Laura Sarelle, keptin ignorance of 
the family history by her scholarly brother, and held closely on the family estate. 

He blocks her marriage to the man she loves - precipitates her into marriage with a 
fortune hunter - and pays for it with his own death when she finds out the truth about 
the family scandal, and kills him. The man she loves finds out the truth and Laura 
commits suicide. Not what you'd call pleasant reading. $2.00 








April 1, 1941 Fiction -~ 186 - 
May 1 


Crosby, Lee TOO MANY DOORS Dutton 


Hazard, in the hurricane of '38, comes in as sleuth on a family party, 
divided into two camps, those who have control of the business and those suspected 
of trying to get control. Three corpses and weird happenings are accounted for in 
fairly satisfactory fashion. Par. $2.00 


May 6 
Stong, Phil - Fd. THE OTHER WORLDS Wilfred Funk 


Interesting comments on the basis of selection and unmistakable guideposts 
for the reader comprise Stong's editorial contribution to this collection of weird 
tales, astounding stories, and so forth,drawn from the pulps primarily. The best of 
them are well written, with good plots and ideas; the rest smack of their sources. 
There are a few well known names; there are humorous touches; there are ghosts, robots, 
time machines, fourth dimension, fantastic operations, etc. f@ntertainment from sources 
usually high-hatted by the literati. $2.50 


May 8 


Robertson, Frank C. POISON VALLEY Dutton 


Fairish tale of an outlaw gang, headed by a woman, and a pair of dauntless 
partners to the rescue. There are gun fights, narrow escapes from torture, and the 
partners wipe out the gang and save the girl, kidnapped by the gang, romantic prize 
for one of the partners. $2.00 


May J& S_ 


Oursler, Will THE TRIAL OF VINCENT DOON Simon & Schuster 


Novelty number, trial presentation of a murder, which takes ones memory 
back to Percival Wilde's Inquest. A young artist, Doon, is tried for the murder of 
the fiance of the girl he loves, circumstantial evidence plus motive seems to tie the 
noose pretty thoroughly. Smart lawyer's defense, on-the-side sleuthing, gets the 


guilty man. Slim story, but meticulous detail and clever handling make it worth while. 
$2.00 


May 19 
Van Deusen, Delia THE GARDEN CLUB MURDERS Bobbs—Merrill 


The distaff side knitting up the problem of murders in Martin's Hook, in 
upper New York, as landscape gardener Barbara, certain her love is unrequited, is 
focal information point for their solution. Poison and throat slashing, a limited 
group of suspects, and the local police do a good job of investigation. Good garden 


talk, pleasant dialog, thoroughly feminine in appeal. $2.00 
May 21 V 
Campbell, Harriette R. MURDER SET TO MUSIC Harper 


Another Simon Brade story, though this time he sails under a pseudonym. 
The quiet, retiring little collector of Chinese antiquities goes down to an island off 
the Scottish coast to investigate a ghost, and finds himself involved, not only in an 
unsolved mystery of the past, but in a new murder. Good suspense-fair solution.$2.00 
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May 29 
Shriber, Ione Sandberg MURDER WELL DONE Farrar & Rinehart 
* Family ferment and fatalities-once again in the M.R.R. school and done to 


aT. Story told by a bride of six days, Trina, who marries into the fabulously wealthy 
Stanford family, and meets hostility on all sides, from the purse-string-holding Mrs. 
Stanford, to the two other grandchildren. Amorous animosities complicate the issues - 
there are three deaths in succession. Miss no tricks Grady is on the job again; money 


and love enter as motives. A sneak ending - but a nice job. $2.00 
June 10 
DuBois, Theodora DEATH IS LATE TO LUNCH Houghton, Mifflin 


That murder minded couple, Dr. Jeffery and Anne MacNeil, now parents, get 
another break in domesticity when Anne and her brother are taking a rest cure in a 
convalescent inn, and two of the inmates are killed. Anne defends and protects romance 
where she finds it, irritating the police; Jeffery, with a large dose of materia-med- 
ica, goes a-sleuthing. Trouble from a hidden marriage, plans for a competitive sana- 


torium and hot-house jealousies serve as background for the killings. A cosy tale. 
$2.00 


June 5 Vv 
Kent, David JASON BURR'S FIRST CASE Random House 


Archaeological fraud-smashing motivates three killings centering around an 
endowed museum, and solved by a new eccentric in the sleuthing game, Jason Burr, ex- 
newspaperman, who threatens uncooperative local officials with unfavorable publicity. _. 


Straightforward concoction, with all chances given to the reader. $2.00 
June 6 
Fitt, Mary AFTERMATH OF MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


A nice variation on a mystery novel (no detection), dealing with a crime 
fifty years old, whose solution comes to light with the death of one of those involved. 
It is the story of the DeBoulter family, of the beautiful Mary Dazill who came as com- 
panion to the daughters, and whose fascination proved fatal to father and son. Gently 


sustained, as told by the vicar's wife, all in keeping with the period. $2.00 
Young, Gordon RED CLARK TAKES A HAND Doubleday, Doran 
* Required reading for Western fans, these latest adventures of Red Clark 


and his trusty guns, in which he smashes a plot against a rancher, unmasks a fraud and 
murderer, restores a long lost daughter to her father, and liquidates desperadoes. 


$2.00 

June 12 
Holding, Elisabeth Sanxay SPEAK OF THE DEVIL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
* The author of Who's Afraid has a mean flair for odd situations and sus- | 


pense, and is here back again with another wits-twister set in a luxury hotel on a 
tropical island. There are three murders, and an odd cross section:'of people are in- 


volved, and there's dope and zombies and so on. Thoroughly confusing good time for 
$2.00 


readers. 
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June 17 








































er Christie, Agatha N OR M? Dodd, Mead 


. Engaging espionage tale, as the Beresfords, in Intelligence in the last war, 
find they are too old for usefulness in this. Tommy gets a chance to track down the 
heads of the 5th column in England, and Tuppence, against orders, comes along. They 
work on the boarders in Mrs. Perenna's Sans Souci in a small coastal town, Tommy runs 
down N - and Tuppence is trapped, but her quick thinking saves her, and England, as the 
leaders and their fanatical followers are rounded up. Period - early summer 1940. As 


good a job as any she has done for years - better than most. (Not Hercule Poirot. ) 
$2.00 
June 20 
Rath, Virginia DEATH BREAKS THE RING Doubleday, Doran 


Square dancing supplies the motif for a mystery yarn involving two killings, 
the sleuth, Michael Dundas, and an unpleasantly precocious child who provides the es- 
sential clues. A Texan cowboy-adventurer is the first victim, a smooth lawyer the 
second; scandal, a girl with two suitors, a jealous wife and blackmail all play a part 
and are resolved by Dundas' arrogance and impatience at the inevitable runaround. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 


Note: No assured market for any of the titles following. Of course, a majority of 
them are books keyed by or to the war (the last minute arrivals are grouped under a war 
heading). Good escape reading in Stoyan Christowe's THE LION OF YANINA (Modern Age); 

) big local market for the West Coast in NORTHWEST GATEWAY by Archie Binns (Doubleday); 
one of the best of the rural America books in PREACHER'S WIFE by Ethel Hueston (Bobbs- 
Merrill). See below for reports. Don't overlook REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON by Margaret 
Leech (Harper). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - ALL 


May - Early 


. ; i 
i Be | "7 


Maritain, Jacques FRANCE MY COUNTRY Longmans, Green 


The famous French Catholic philosopher and theologian interprets the down- 
fall of France with tempered objectivity. He analyzes the causes, - politico-social, 
when "the leftists failed democracy, and the rightists failed France"; he speaks at 
length of the people, a people who were politically rather than morally demoralized, a 
controversial point; the armistice and the great error of Petain's refusal to accept 
the British offer of union; France today, with the many problems generated by the Vichy 
or London affiliations. At the close he expresses his hopes for the regeneration of 
France, believing that temporal faith is too deep seated in every Frenchman to be ex- 
tinguished by German domination. Limited market, I should say, but sure of that mar- 





ket that knows his name. $1.25 
May 1 
Lyon, Marguerite TAKE TO THE HILLS Bobbs-Merrill 
A city couple (Chicago) finds escape and enjoyment in the fun, the failures 
ee and the adventures of life in the Ozarks. No baedeker manner, informal, spiced with 


enthusiasm, highlighting a different way of life from the New York-to-New England pat- 
tern. How they came to buy their farm, how the author kept on working in the city while 
her husband concentrates on the farm, their horses, their sheep - and the shearing - 
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their neighbors, their guests, the husband's local life as justice of the peace, for- 
est fires, home remedies, food and recipes, repairs and remodelling, wash day in a 
drought, outdoor sanitation, local lore - and the building up of a business in local 
products for city sale. As "Marge of Sunrise Mountain Farm", Mrs. Lyon has contributed 


some of this material to the Chicago Tribune. Illustrated by drawings by Ronald Bean. 
$2.50 


May 2 
Turner, John Kenneth CHALLENGE TO KARL MARX Reynal & Hitchcock 


This is a scholarly book for those versed in the history of socialism, and 
particularly in the tenets of Marx, Engle and their successors. Here is a re-examina- 
tion, not only in light of immediate challenge, but over the almost a century that has 
elapsed since the Marxian theory was promulgated. He proves, by quotation, appraisal 
and criticism that the present crisis in capitalism is not the one Marx predicted, 
that most of the tests of his theories have been failures, that the choice lies not 
between Communism or Fascism on the one side and Democracy on the other, but that there 
is a third choice. He aims to give adequate representation to statements which cor- 
respond to the Marxian theory as well as to those that conflict, and he feels that Marx 
and Engle grow in stature in contrast to their disciples. He charges today's Marxians 
with the fact that there is no authority for dictatorship over the proletariat in Marx- 
ism. The most interesting part of the book is his study of Browder, and his shifting 
viewpoint, before and after 1935, and again since the invasion of Finland. He proves, 
conclusively it seems, that the Communist International takes orders from Moscow. He 
concludes that we can admire Marx as a rebel, as a champion of the underdog, but not as 
a philosopher or a practical leader. And he challenges us to muster enough authentic 
democracy (now lacking) to save us. More value in development than conclusions. (Ex- 
tensive notes and bibliography. ) $4.00 


May 6 
Farle, Edward Mead AGAINST THIS TORRENT Princeton Press 


In concise and crystal clear form, Edward Mead Earle presents a brief sur- 
vey of the clear directions of totalitarianism. He charges our nation with vulnerabii- 
ity through its far flung reaches; he accepts a defensive program as a political ob- 
jective but demands the offensive in keeping the initiative, choosing our time —- not 
the time of the Axis powers. We are "parochial in concepts of national security" he 
says. And blind in recognizing the Nazi technique of flanking manoeuvres. He dis- 
cusses the importance of Panama, problems of hemisphere defense, and urges as our aim, 
the maximum of security with the highest degree of freedom. Isolation was once soundly 
based on geographical advantages, and its four essentials scarcely bear the bright light 
of today's problem;- geographical remoteness, Europe's balance of power, the continued 
power of the British navy, and acceptance of basic principles of internal order. The 
choice, he says, lies between a surgical operation now or chronic illness later. We 
are in for a test of power on all fronts, which involves armor-plating and stream-lin- 
ing the American way. This is not a fight for democracy but a fight for fundamental 
liberties. A stimulating and clarifying book, brief enough for those who want a clear 
cut presentation of a point of view to meet the isolationists and appeasers. I found 
especially interesting his quotations from the founding fathers which proved that they, 
too, were thinking beyond the conditions of the immediate moment. A good investment of 


$1.00 
eae 
May 7 Aku 


Leech, Margaret REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON ™ Harper 


* A tremendous amount of research has gone into this meticulously detailed pic- 
ture of the Washington of the Civil War. One feels as though one were looking behind 
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the scenes, sharing the day by day life, seeing how the people lived and what they 
wore, what they ate, how they dressed, and most important of all, how they thought. 

As one reads the text, one realizes that, unless the Civil War has been the subject of 
intensive research, it is apt to be a miscellaneous collection of general pattern of 
battles, shifting personnel, legends, anecdotes - and Washington thought of chiefly as 

a milling horde of office seekers, with the lank, homely figure of the President as the 
dominant figure. Through a new integration of facts, Margaret Leech has virtually re- 
drawn the war, in all its aspects, through impact on Washington. Grand reading. $3.75 


May 7 


Kornitzer, Louis THE JEWELED TRAIL Sheridan House 


Further reminiscences, anecdotes about diamonds and other gems, by the au- 
thor of The Pearl Trader, Gem Trader, in which he shuttles back and forth in episodes 
of his apprenticeship in the jewelry business, to present day incidents of refugees and 
their dealings in precious stones. It is a glamoring of the stones themselves, these 
stories in which they figure and the people affected by them, and there are diamonds, 
pearls, emeralds, jade, rubies, agates, beryls, and lots of others among the topbilling. 
Adventures in Europe, the East, the United States, some comic, some near tragedy - and 


all entertaining. Illustrated by photographs. $2.75 
May 12 
Roper, Edith & Leiser, Clara SKELETON OF JUSTICE Dutton 


Here is an authentic record of justice in Germany today, told by a young 
Perlin correspondent, one of the eight allowed to attend and report German trials. At 
twenty she secured the job through the Ministry of Justice, a new type of justice which 
was largely the tool of propaganda and which resorted to brutality for its effective- 
ness.» She analyzes the judges, the state prosecutors, the defendants and the witnesses; 
she takes up successively the religious trials (including the story of Niemoller), the 
Jewish trials, the race shame trials, the political’ trials (including those of von 
Fritsch and von Ossietzky). At the close she shows the country as it was in 1940, with 
criminal activity on the increase, breeding young murderers wholesale, manned by an in- 
effectual police and a sanguinary judiciary. She managed to escape over the line into 
Switzerland, bringing with her the material on which this book is based. This is in 
the preface, the body of the book is not a personal record, but a straight reportorial 
job, from which one can draw one's own conclusions. This manner of handling the ma- 
terial limits the market somewhat to those interested in the legal aspects of the sub- 


ject. $3.00 
Christowe, Stoyan THE LION OF YANINA Modern Age 
* I can't vouch for the general market appeal of this book, but I can vouch 


for its being absorbing reading, and good escape after the plethora of war books. It 
is a narrative based on the life of an oriental despot, Ali Pasha, whose rise to fame 

is told with no softening of the lurid colors of his long and bloody career. Son of 

a murdered father, and a vicious, ambitious, vengeful mother, he started life under a 
cloud, and began his climb to power with brigands as followers. He soon realized the 
value of official sanction so became a Pasha through cruelty, duplicity, greed and am- 
bition, and betrayed his Sultan for the price of independent power. Greece, Albania 
and Thessaly were under his control. He dealt with Napoleon and used the French; he 
was as loyal as it was in his nature to be, to the British; Byron sang his fame in 
verse and his court became a tourist center. At the end, the Sultan demanded his head - 
but he was in power for thirty two years, and held out at the end, for two years, de- 
serted by everyone. Quite a yarn and quite a guy. Stoyan Christowe has not minced 
matters and provides plenty of lurid details as to his perfidy, his passion for cruelty, 
tryanny and deceit, his love life. A picture of Oriental despotism and psychology, 

with marked resemblance to dictatorship, modern style. $3.00 
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May 12 
Clark, Sydney A. THE WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA Prentice Hall 


Companion volume to The East Coast of South America, answering questions 
of travelers-to-be, the must's, the do's, the don'ts, itineraries, and so on. Back- 
ground history of the seven countries (Columbia, Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, 
Argentina). Facts a-plenty on means of travel, money, passports, eating, places to 
stay, and all definitely keyed to the tourist or the business traveler. The history is 
of the quickly digested sort, highlighting the salient points for the traveler, and 
describing the country with enthusiasm. $3.00 


May 13 


rs 
Lania, Leo SLeHa—— “fee Darke sT HOES cnton, Mifflin 
OdwternTUrt> amd Tocapes 

A new angle on the France of the period before and after the fall - and a 
new appraisal of one of the chinks in her armor, - her treatment of the refugees with- 
in her borders. Leo Lania was a refugee from Nazi Germany, an open critic who had 
fought Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin and Franco. With the coming of war, he, along with his 
compatriots in France, was thrown into a concentration camp, where conditions paralleled 
those in Germany, and where there was no discrimination made between suspected fifth 
columnists and spies, and legitimate enemies of Hitler. He had known Edgar Mowrer and 
Dorothy Thompson and others during the decade and more of his courageous stand, but that 
did not save him. He gives a tragic picture of the aliens, - artists, writers, sci- 
entists, engineers, all treated like cattle. The final chapter tells of his escape 


and reunion with his wife and son. An enlightening record - and a warning at a crucial 
time. $2.75 


May 14 


Faulkner, Ray; Ziegfeld, Edwin; ART TODAY Holt 
‘Hill, Geraid 


A practical book, with good reading lists, which should be useful for art 
courses, discussion groups, individuals who want to understand better the differences 
between the functional art of the past and the present. How to make art effective in 
daily living, how to look at art products, processes and problems - a book for the lay- 
man. The problem of human needs, of organization, of materials and processes, treated 
as a guide of what to look for in relation to the need and application. $3.00 


Hey 80 VLR 10 


Taft, Henry W. LEGAL MISCELLANIES Macmillan 


Quietly written and fairly untechnical reminiscences of a lawyer, and a 
record of the various cases in the many fields of law, of people and amusing anecdotes, 
with comments on the old and new legal way. Incidents at random, ‘and under specific 
subject headings, not a chronological record. Will be of interest primarily to lawyers, 
though the Taft name (a brother of William Howard Taft) will extend the market. $3.00 


Puleston, W.D. THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PACIFIC Yale 


The Military and Naval Power of the U. S. and Japan 


Past, present and possible future set-up of U.S. dealings with Japan, by a 
former director of the Naval Intelligence, and liaison officer with the Japanese navy in 
1917. He compares the government and military organization of the two countries, their 
respective aims and purposes in the Far East. He analyzes the two navies, strategy and 
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tactics from the point of view of possible engagement, recognizing the dubious value 

of the information we have on the Japanese strength. It seems more optimistic in tone 
than other material along these lines, and the author urges vigilance and preparedness, 
but does not limit the inevitability of war and wants "every honorable opportunity given 


Japan to avoid hostilities". $2.75 
May 22 

Rascoe, Burton BELLE STARR Random House 

“ The story of the Bandit Queen (post Civil War), founded on a thorough re- 


search into the apocrypha for an authentic and entertaining record. Here is one of 
the fantastic stories of border banditry, the story of a woman of imperious will, 
scathing tongue, intelligence, glamor and courage. She came to know the James brothers 
and the Youngers, famous offshoots of Quantrill's guerilla band. Her love affairs - 
her marriage - her connection with the outlaws for whom she ‘is the brains and the or- 
ganizer. She controlled an outfit which indulged in cattle thievery, liquor running, 
arson, murder, and disposal of stolen goods. She lived until she was 45 - and packed 
two lifetimes of hairbreadth adventure into that span. Burton Rascoe has livened the 
record with the interpretations that have accrued through the years. Picture to be 
released almost simultaneously and joint promotion and advertising should stimulate 
the sale of the bock. $3.00 


May 23 
Cramer, Seward - Fd. THROUGH HELL AND HIGH WATER McBride 


Though the sub-title "High Adventure by Members of the Explorers’ Club” 
would lead one to expect these personal experiences to classify as such, actually, 
they are records of individual experiences in particular fields of science. From the 
Arctic to the South Seas, from Southwest America to the Caribbean, on collecting or on 
research assignments, there are stories of archeological remains, of treasure, and 
jungles, and animals, and Indians. Many of the members are well known —- others are 


unfamiliar names to the uninitiate. A fresh feel to material of the type. $3.00 
May 26 
Donaldson, Thomas IDAHO OF YESTERDAY Caxton 


An old time Idahoan tells of his state in the '70's and the material is 
edited by his son. Material of almost solely regional interest. In liberal detail 
and livened by anecdotes, the record is shown of home and daily life, of mining days, 
of travel and communication, of social life and amusements, of notable characters and 


eccentrics. There's a good deal about Boise, the capital and Donaldson's home. Photos. 
$5.00 


May 28 


Harriman, Florence Jaffrey MISSION TO THE NORTH Lippincott 


The American Minister to Norway during the three years climaxed by the in- 
vasion (Mrs. J. Borden Harriman) gives a gracious, appreciative backward look over a 
country and apeople she grew to love. The embassy world, legation life, trips to the 
North Cape, to Russia, cod fishing; the lifelines of the country - ships and silver 
foxes and handicrafts - a friendly warm book, with singularly little significance in 
the present crisis. The coup on the City of Flint seems to be her one and only diplo- 
matic contribution. There is little of political or diplomatic or topical import in 
her story, and the impression left is of a singular unawareness of the interpretative 
value her position might have had. $3.50 
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June & 2.0 
Binns, Archie NORTHWEST GATEWAY Doubleday, Doran 
* Perhaps this is a book primarily for the West Coast market, but I found 


it first rate reading, good Americana, good adventure, good bits of biography, told 

with zest and a spirit of discovery. The story centers wholly around the city of 
Seattle; it is not another Middletown, nor yet a Five Cities approach - it is primarily 
historical and biographical, with the emphasis on the years of building, from the first 
settler, a youth who was left to start building the settlement, and who injured himself 
with an ax and watched some skunks play havoc with his food supply, while he was help- 
less - down through the gold rush boom. A dramatic story, abounding in anecdotes which: 
are significant of the frontiers, and touching a wider range of interest than simply 


the Chamber of Commerce market! $3.00 
June 9 

Hueston, Ethel PREACHER'S WIFE Bobbs-—Merrill 

. Here's a book for those who liked One Foot in Heaven. In fact there is 


more drama, more incident, more story in Preacher's Wife +~ though it lacks, to a large 
extent, the humor that characterized the other book. But it supplies yet another seg- 
ment of the American rural scene, in the story of a hail-fellow-well-met circuit rider, 
of the Methodist persuasion, his over-serious and capable wife, and his eleven obstrep- 
erous and very individual children. It is Ethel Hueston's own childhood and early youth, 
for she was about the middle of the family, and, from childhood, had a keen sense of 
people, a gift with her pen, -and an objective viewpoint even towards those nearest to 
her. A unique family story, reflecting American life in rural districts, small towns 

and villages in and about Iowa $2.50 


These Came Too Late for Earlier Review 


American Guide Series WYOMING Oxford 


So much more has been written about New Mexico and Arizona than about Wyoming, 
that this should prove a useful addition to the series, both for reference and for 
travel. The text and arrangement follows the usual plan, - past and present, cities, 
towns, motor tours, contemporary life and background, maps (a good one in the back 
pocket), and particularly fine photographs. Many of us think of Yellowstone Park and 
dude ranches and the Old West of Wister's Virginian when we think of Wyoming. This re- 
veals many more strings to its bow. (4/17) $2.75 


Cecil, Viscount A GREAT EXPERIMENT: An Autobtography Ox ford 


The League of Nations and Robert Lord Cecil are synonymous - and this auto- 
biography is distinguished by the faith that is still in him. The book is therefore 
a systematic chronicle of the inception, the development, the growth and proceedings of 
the League, prefaced by a brief record of the author's life and career. It is a tech- 
nical study of the League, its workings, organization, decisions, mistakes, contribu- 
tions and personnel. A modest tale, taking little credit for loyalty and devotion to 


an ideal. It emerges as an impressive picture of singlemindedness, of determination 


to find a future course. Decidedly not a "pop" job, but for students of international 
$3.50 


affairs. (4/24) 


Picken, Mary Brooks SEWING FOR THE HOME Harper 


Explicit how to do it book for the home seamstress. Tells how to buy, measure, 


cut and sew; how to make specific things for the home. Illustrated with diagrams and 
By the author of Modern Dressmaking Made Easy. Announced for May. $3.50 


drawings. 
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Ingersoll, Ralph AMERICA IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR Bobbs=-Merrill 


A pertinent, pungent and persuasive proposal and analysis by the editor of 
PM which is a rousing summons to moral, if not physical, action against Fascism. The 
first half takes up the isolationist shibboleths - and disproves them. He substantiates 
his conviction that we cannot disregard the fact that without concerted effort, Fascism 
will be upon us. He outlines a program which leaves no one in doubt of America's stand, 
an aggressive rebuttal of Fascism intended to defeat Hitler without a war. Debatable 
but provocative. More stimulating than most books along these lines. (4/4) $1.50 

sO 


Johnson, Hugh S. HELL BENT FOR WAR Bobbs-Merrill 


World-Telegram columnist pours forth the vials of wrath on a world "hell 
bent for war", in a pamphleteering job for the Isolationists who are out for all aid to 
Britain BUT don't go near the water. The war, he says, is a battle royal - and none of 
our business. We can avoid involvement by minding our own business, for why should we 
help Britain in "a war for continued imperial domination over weaker and exploited and 
subjected peoples". In answer to the query-Shall we send our fleet across the Pacific, 
he answers No - it is "impudent hypocrisy" to pretend we would be keeping the Open Door 
to China. He dodges the issue of living in a world with Hitler by saying "I am thinking 
of how or why we should undertake to reconstruct the cockeyed world”. The Baruch plat- 
form of the last world war is a better basis of operation than the O.P.M., which, he 
Says, sets labor against management by its double-headed set up, a "monstrosity". He 
ventures a feeble apology for his membership in the America First Committee, BUT .... 
"But me no buts", Mr. Johnson. I'm not taking any. (Published) $1.50 


Altschul, Frank LET NO WAVE ENGULF US Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The author is senior partner of the investment banking house of Lazard: 
Freres, and in straightforward, non-technical manner presents a treatise on the present 
threat to democracy, - the maladjustment in our economic system, the tendency of the 
have-nots toward communistic sharing, the haves toward fascism. Assured that a new 
order (started with bludgeons by the New Deal, he claims) is here to stay, that the 
pendulum will not swing back to the old way, this is a plea that we work together down 
the middle road to solve the paradox of want in the midst of plenty, and a suggestion 
that we establish a Supreme Economic Council to devise measures to cushion the shock of 
post-war transition and help us retain free enterprise within our framework. A logical 
presentation, clearly evolved and expressed. (4/24) $1.00 


deSaint Jean, Robert FRANCE SPEAKING Dutton 


A diary recording the fall of France, written by a leading journalist, who 
for a time was head of the Ministry of Information. Opinions - interviews - anecdotes ~ 
experiences are interchangably recorded; a personal as well as a general picture emerges. 
One sees a country that did not want to fight, that preferred butter to guns; one sees 
the meaningless political manoeuvres, with no real leadership. Reynaud, Daladier, 
Schuschnigg, the Duke of Windsor, Ribbentrop, Mandel, Weygand all cross the pages, with 
censure for all. This is one of the more interesting and more varied accounts of France 
as it fell. One wonders whether it is too late for current interest, and too soon for 


an objective viewpoint. Transalted by Anne Green. (4/21) $2.50 
Freeman, C. Denis & Cooper, Douglas THE ROAD TO BORDEAUX Harper 
“ Another personal experience record, but a fuller, more reasoned one than 


most of the eye-witness accounts of the fall of France. Two Englishmen have offered 
their services to a French ambulance unit in early June. They are stationed behind the 
Marne - and they served through the crushing defeat of the pick of France's army. It is 
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a record of doctors and nurses and volunteers faced with a superhuman task of aid, of 
stretcher load after stretcher load of wounded while hospitals are bombed, of relief 
stations in perpetual transit as the Germans moved in. And it is the story of those 
last tragic days, when the roads were blocked with Parisians and with peasants in pan- 
ic. An eloquent tribute and epitaph. (4/16) $2.75 


Ayling, Keith - as told to R.A.F. Story of a British Fighter Pilot Holt 


Written in the form of a diary-journal, kept by a pilot who is a composite 
of a group of young officers of the R.A.F. known to the author, himself a bomber pilot 
of World War I. It covers the period after Dunkirk, through October 1940. Emphasis is 
on angles of styles of fighting, planes, emotional response to the life of incessant 
serial action. No mention of fear, though jittery nerves are common enough. The 
stories of his squadron, leader and men and deeds, is based on real reports. Ayling 
vouches for the authenticity of the stories even down to the radio conversations in- 
cluded. There's a true ring to the telling - and it's inspiring reading. Photographs. 


(4/28) $2.50 
Reynolds, Quentin A LONDON DIARY Random House 
? The author of The Wounded Don't Cry - the commentator in the picture, Lon- 


don Can Take It, here presents his London diary - September through December 1940. He 
had kept the diary for his father, as a record of the "inconsequential things" not 
covered in his pieces for Colliers. Bits about people, about the daily round, about 
eating and drinking and working and watching, as the people of England proved that for 
once Hitler guessed wrong, that a war of nerves can't destroy them. It is colorful 

and human and revealing and grand reading. You feel as though you know the men and the 
people'he clubbed with. This diary has the quality that made his earlier book valuable, 
an ability to present scenes and personalities in a seemingly offhand manner, with an 
underlying significance that shows how far from casual he is in his sense of responsi- 
bility to his English subject and his American public. (4/24) $2.00 


Rodman, Selden THE AIRMEN Random House 


A rich and vigorous narrative poem on the theme of flight through the ages 
by the author of Lawrence, one of the recognized outstanding young American poets. 
Rodman's poem is an ambitious one, but exceptionally well sustained. Four famous 
flights are commemorated, - the boy Icarus, the artist-scientist Leonardo, the Wright 
Brothers - and the story of Lauro de Bosis, who in his plane defied the forces of 
Fascism which were conquering his country. Prose poetry, with some passages of great 
power. The current awareness of the men of the air as the great heroes of today should 
give this book a wider market than the usual prose poetry achieves. (4/17) $2.00 
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Edited by Gene Simmonds 


Sayers, Dorothy L. BEGIN HERE Harcourt, Brace 


It seems to me it is almost too bad this book is being published, at this 
time and in this form. It was written in 1939, during the period of the so-called 
"phoney war" and its tempo and spirit reflect that period. Footnotes and addenda can- 
not alter that atmosphere, nor do the charges to waiting England ring true today. The 
result is a somewhat confused statement of faith, through which are interjected sug- 
gestions for activity projects, preparation for peace, re-integration of society. How- 
ever, Dorothy Sayers' name, in this connection, may arouse some curiosity as to what 
she has to contribute. oa) $2.00 


Hackett, Frank S. THE TOUCH OF LIFE Harper 


Talks given in Chapel at the Riverdale Country School so impressed the 
father of one of the students that he urged they be put in permanent form, as a valu- 
able basis for discussion between the two generations. While they are not particularly 
outstanding they do fill a gap, as material for the teen age is difficult to find, and 
these are good of their kind, and reveal an understanding of youth, its problems and 
promise. Call to attention of teachers and parents. (4/16) $1.25 


Bainton, Roland H. THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS Scribner 


This is reviewed in the juvenile section, but a report in this section will 
not come amiss. (See page 203) A child's history of the Protestant church that adults 
as well as children will find interesting and informative. Attractively planned, il- 
lustrated with contemporary drawings and with end paper charts that outline the 
Christian centuries. Public libraries, church libraries, schools, camps should find 
this useful. And parents who are interested in their children's religious training 
will find it a valuable aid. (Published) $2.50 


Bennett, John C. CHRISTIAN REALISM: Scribner 


Here is proof that Christianity need not be nebulous. The author is a man 
with both feet on the ground and his head in the clouds, so he is able to hold to the 
spiritual while recognizing the practical, positive faith that can save the world. A 
book that might well be defined as "an alarm clock for sleeping Christians", (Pub. ) $2.00 


Stewart, James S. THE STRONG NAME Scribner 


Dr. Stewart has kept his detachment, his power, his conviction in the midst 
of bombs. One feels that these pages carry the conviction of a spiritual ascendancy 
which is upholding the British today, a faith that moves mountains, that prefers the 
freedom of death to the slavery of the soul. It is a great book and a hard one to 
criticize. Itis easy and inspired reading; it sounds a note of victory, of Resurrection, 
of a new life, though perhaps a different one. As we read, we grow more and more aware 
of a feeling of awe, as in the presence of a great soul, a rare masterpiece. Dr.Stewart 
has written a great book for these times. (Published) $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


Doubleday, Doran 
Baker, J.H.- Ed.- THE AUDUBON GUIDE TO ATTRACTING BIRDS- from $3.00 to $2.50 164 


Hay & Werner- THE ADMIRABLE TRUMPETER- from 5/2 to 5/16 164 

Romoli, K.- COLOMBIA- Note correct title spelling 168 

Vaillant, G.C.-— AZTECS OF MEXICO- from 5/16 to indefinite 167 

Van Doren, C.- Ed.- THE PATRIOTIC ANTHOLOGY- from 5/2 to 5/16 164 
Henry Holt 

Panken, J.- THE CHILD SPEAKS- from 4/16 to 5/21 162 
Houghton, Mifflin 

Allee, Marjorie Hill- THE CAMP AT WESTLANDS (J)- from 4/22 to 4/29 124 

Early, Eleanor- AN ISLAND PATCHWORK- from 5/6 to 5/13 165 

Lownsbery, Eloise- A CAMEL FOR A THRONE (J)- from 4/22 to 4/29 152 

Marsh, Janet- A ‘PRENTICE IN OLD LONDON (J)- probable date 5/? 180 

Moses, Horace S.-— HERE COMES THE CIRCUS (J)- from 4/22 to 4/29 153 

Nicolaides, Kimon- THE NATURAL WAY TO DRAW- from 4/22 to 5/? 141 

Peterson, Roger T.- A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS- from 4/? to 5/? 87 
Lippincott 

Beaty, John Y.-— NATURE IS STRANGER THAN FICTION- from 4/16 to 4/30 88 
Little, Brown 

Barzun, Jacques— DARWIN, MARX, WAGNER- from 5/5 to 5/12 166 

Mattingly, Garrett- CATHERINE OF ARAGON- from 7/? to 6/20 81 
Macmillan 

Ashton, Helen- TADPOLE HALL- postponed to 5/13 103 

Bailey & Bailey- HORTUS SECOND- postponed to 4/22 147 

Buss, C.A.- WAR AND DIPLOMACY- from 5/20 to 6/10 167 

Etheridge, W.S.- I'LL SING ONE SONG- from 5/7 to 5/20 143 

McKay, Allis- THEY CAME TO A RIVER- definite date 4/25 101 

Peattie, R.- THE INCURABLE ROMANTIC- from 4/22 to 5/13 142 
Macrae Smith 

Marshall, M.M.- NURSE INTO WOMAN- from 5/12 to 5/5 45 
Morrow 

Gayn, M.J.- THE FIGHT FOR THE PACIFIC- from $3.50 to $3.00 167 
Random House 

Wolff, M.M.- WHISTLE STOP- from $2.75 to $2.50 103 
Reynal & Hitchcock 

Veiller, Bayard- THE FUN I'VE HAD- Correct date 4/18 3 110 
Scribner 

Dean, R.G.— MURDER IN MINK- Definite date 5/5 134 
Simon & Schuster 

Farjeon, Eleanor— MISS GRANBY'S SECRET- from 4/18 to 4/25 105 

Gershwin, G.- THE GEORGE GERSHWIN SONG BOOK- from $3.00 to $2.00 112 

Wolf, A.- PARENTS MANUAL- from 5/20 to 5/26 167°. 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MAY 1st to 15th 


May 2- Coles, Manning- A TOAST TO TOMORROW (Doubleday, Doran) 130 
May 5= Hoffman, Charles- SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU (Knopf) 130 
May 7+ Brooks, Anne- KINGDOM ON EARTH (Morrow) 131 
Christowe, Stoyan- THE LION OF YANINA (Modern Age) 192 
#Leech, Margaret- REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON (Harper) 191 
Travers, P.L.- I GO BY SEA, I GO BY LAND (Harper) 184 

May 8- Idell, Albert- PUG (Greystone) 131 
Kober, Arthur= MY DEAR BELLA (Random House) 184 
Lambert, S.M.- A YANKEE DOCTOR IN PARADISE (Little, Brown) 115 

May 13- Ashton, Helen- TADPOLE HALL (Macmillan) 103 
Lania, Leo- FLIGHT (Houghton Mifflin) be 


May 14- Wolff, Maritta M.- WHISTLE STOP (Random House) 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Paull, Grace RASPBERRY PATCH Doubleday, Doran 


An attractive looking book, with lots of pictures by the author, and a 
simple story of the things Mary Jane saw when she went with her mother to pick rasp- 
berries, - things like grasshoppers and bumble bees, which any little girl might see 
if she looked hard enough. Could be used as a primer. (5/16) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Chapman, Maristan THE MYSTERY DOGS OF GLEN HAZARD - A Story Parade Adventure 
Grosset & Dunlap 


This is a reasonably successful mystery story for beginning readers - not 
first or second grade, but third or fourth grade children. A geologist has lost his 
a teaching position, and moves his family to the Carolina mountains, in the hopes of 
finding a place for his training. Things begin to happen right away, and a stray pol- 
ice dog and Teddy's "“hard-headedness" contribute to a happy ending. Illustrations by 


Kurt Wiese. (Published) $3 80 
Garner, Elvira "WAY DOWN IN TENNESSEE Messner 

. This seems to me the best thing she has done. I loved Ezekiel, but felt 
it a hard book to place, - too advanced for a picture story book, too difficult on ac- 


count of the dialect for beginning readers, not enough story for the next age up. But 
here is a story that has the same quality as Fzektel which makes it ideal for reading 
aloud and sharing among grown-ups and children; but it has less difficult dialect, 
more story and loads of pictures to help the second and third grade readers along. 

It is a might be true plantation story of Patsy and her pets, of her cats and the 
scraggély rooster and the sick chick, and the colt and the ducks, and the dog —- and 
even the misplaced baby skunk and the stupid lambs. The setting is a Tennessee plan- 


tation, a real one. Junior Guild for June. (June ??) $2.00 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 

Stong, Phil CAPTAIN KIDD'S COW Dodd, Mead 

nds This is a humdinger - exactly the right story for the small boys to whom 


Treasure Island is the best book ever written, and for whom a shabby old scow would 

be the perfect headquarters for a pirate crew. Well, the neighboring busybodies did 

not agree, and the scow was threatened, so the "pirates" ran away with their boat, and 

& had a succession of plausible but exciting adventures along the Des Moines river as 
they made for the Mississippi and freedom. Here's Phil Stong at his best, a good 

tale, well compounded of adventure and humor and personalities and background, sea- 


soned with complete understanding of small boy demands. f[llustrated by Kurt Wiese. 
(4/15) $2.00 
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Davis, Lavinia R. & Fischer, Marjorie GRAB BAG Doubleday, Doran 


This is an excellent collection of stories, and should make an ideal fam- 
ily book, for there are stories keyed to a wide range of ages (with the 9 - 12 as a 
good medium group), boy or girl interest, variations in period, background, type. 
There are short stories and there are extracts from long stories; there are stories 
of adventure, of history, of real people; and there are fantasies. Many well-known 
authors represented, and some unfamiliar names. (Profits and royalties to go to 
British and American Ambulance Corps for relief to British children.) (6/20) $2.00 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Garrison, Myrtle STARS AND STRIPES Caxton 


Good factual book which should prove useful supplementary reading for his- 
tory and geography. The book falls into four parts:- the flags which represented the 
nations that contributed to the founding of our country, from the Vikings on; the 
background for the first flag of the warring colonies and of the United States; the 
changing flag reflecting the expansion of the country; and finally, the historical and 
romantic flags that were of momentary importance in various wars in which the U.S. 
engaged. Through the "stars and stripes" the story of the U.S. (5/12) $3.00 


Erskine, Gladys Shaw LITTLE PEPITO OF CENTRAL AMERICA Grosset & Dunlap 


This is done in story form, but the story is somewhat artificial while the 
factual content is excellent. Pepito has never been away from his mountain village 
in the interior of Costa Rica until a grand Senor from the capital takes him and his 
widowed mother to the city as houseboy and cook. Pepito has a keen wit and learns 
fast, and through sharing his experiences, the reader gets the contrasts in city and 
village and country life. Then come visitors from the U.S. - and opportunity for fur- 
ther contrasts, and for study of the other countries of Central America. Easy way to 
learn geography. Illustrated by photographs of places, people, occupations. (Publ. ) 


$ .50 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Fiction 
Kahmann, Chesley GYPSY GOES TO COLLEGE Random House 
A good story of an orphaned gypsy girl whose last promise to her dying 


father was that she would take one year of college. She sails under false colors, con- 
cealing her race and background, and making herself very unhappy over the strictures 

of the new life. Little by little, she makes her adjustments, develops a new code, 
learns that the Gajos were pretty good sorts after all. Her warm friendship with Phil 
taught her that she could stand under her own banner, and that Plato meant more to her 
than she had realized. So - at the close of the year - she finds that she cannot go 
back to the old way of life, but that she and Plato can make a new pattern for them- 
selves, do something for their people - and go on learning before they marry. A good 


story - the setting a college town in Ohio. Illustrated by C. LeRoy Baldridge. (6/5) 4 
$2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Melbo, Irving R. OUR COUNTRY'S NATIONAL PARKS - 2 vols. Bobbs-Merrill 


I saw only the first of these two volumes, but-assume that the pattern is 


the same for the second volume. In the story of each of our national parks - all 26 


of them - he gives the historical background, the discovery, the stories of the men 
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who shared in their development. The scientific aspects, the beauty and grandeur, 

the different. qualities that make them important as aspects of our country, of our 
thought and way of life - all are treated individually, so that there is no sense of 
repetition as one reads of one park after the other. A tremendous number of school 
children visit these parks each year; these books should be of vital interest to them, 
and to the adults accompanying them. They should serve also as supplementary reading 
for geography. Public libraries - school libraries. Photographs. (4/30) 2a*$2.00 


Meadowcroft, Enid LeMonte BENJAMIN FRANKLIN True American Crowell 


A good biography of a famous American, which both young people and adults 
will find particularly interesting in the treatment of the boyhood and youth. I felt 
that the balance was not quite fair to the vital importance of his years of service 
to his government here and abroad, that so much more space should have been given to 
those formative years. But, unquestionably, the interest of younger readers is caught 


in this way, and enough of the later years is included to give a foundation. (6/3) 
$2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 
Travers, P.L. I GO BY SEA, I GO BY LAND Harper 


Here is a book that is designed for adults but that should be an eye-open- 
er to boys and girls who are meeting British children living here “for the duration", 
and that should help both sides to see the others viewpoint better. In diary form, 
purporting to be written by an ll-year old girl, the story is told of the last days at 
home, of the voyage over to Halifax, made bearable by the understanding affection and 
sympathy of their chaperon; the journey to New York and the arrival; and finally, the 
early months of readjustment, of learning new ways and new people and new points of 


view. A courageous little story, convincingly told. (5/7) $2.00 

Taylor, Phoebe THE PERENNIAL BOARDER Norton 
and 

Luhrs, Victor THE LONG BOW MURDER Norton 


Two mysteries that can safely go on the "teen age" shelf. The one, an 
Asey Mayo yarn, Cape Cod background; the other a Richard Coeur de Lion turned medieval 
Sherlock Holmes. (April publication) See pages 159 and 79. Each $2.00 


Non-fiction 
Peck, James L. H. SO YOU'RE GOING TO FLY Dodd, Mead 


Vocational book, for older boys seriously considering aviation as a career, 
whether for military purposes or purposes of peace. From medical examination to 
licensed pilot; the airplane in modern war; civil aeronautics; flying and ground crews; 
details of procedure for "joining up". See page 170 for report. (Published) $2.50 


Van Doren, Carl - éd. THE PATRIOTIC ANTHOLOGY Doubleday, Doran 


Contemporary source material, prose and poetry, the best of the reminiscent 
verse dealing with various aspects of our national history, the material all arranged 
chronologically according to subject matter. An excellent anthology, which should be 
invaluable for schools. See page 164 for full report. (5/16) $3.00 
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THESE JUST CAME - SO ADD THEM TO YOUR LISTS 
Under PICTURE BOOKS add 
Becker, Charlottee HELLO, JUDY! Scribner 


Two and three year olds in a picture book which three year olds will enjoy 
(since only then does group playing come to mean much of anything). Captions and pic- 
tures follow the little story of how a small boy and his little sister spent the day 


with another little girl. Plenty of recognition value. Cunning pictures. (Published) 
$ .75 


Under PICTURE STORY BOOKS add 
Austin, Margot WILLAMETTE WAY Scribner 


The first introduction to the idea of frontier stories in an Oregon Trail 
seen by two small children, to whom the tragedy of the journey lay in leaving their 
pets behind, and the adventure in encounters with Indians. The gradual buildup of a 
spirit of play in accomodating themselves to the hardships of frontier living is a 
symbol of mature philosophy that built our Northwest. Colored pictures. (Publ) $1.50 


Under STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's add 
Flynn, Rose PEGGY PLANTS A TREE Seribner 


. Almost any adult sharing this book with a young daughter will learn a good 
deal about everyday trees, in this story of how city-bred Peggy found new adventure in 
the country in getting acquainted with her tree neighbors. And of how she was respon- 
sible for launching the idea of a community park made out of a vacant lot, and planted 
with trees selected by the children of the country school. At the end of the book are 
several pages of line drawings of leaves, under elementary classifications, which will 
help establish at least that basis of recognition. The text of the story includes a 
good many other facts about bark, structure, habits - the things that help one recog- 
nize trees in Winter. Good book for school project, for Brownie Scouts, etc. etc. 
Illustrations by Gertrude Howe are nice. (Published) $1.50 


Under TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~- Non-fictton add 
Bainton, Roland H. THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS Scribner 


° Here's a book for a long life and a substantial but specialized sale. I 
studied Church History out of a pedantic, cardboard bound, unillustrated book. I've 
never seen the subject handled with the drama and story and adventure which belongs to 
it - nor have I seen it in an attractive and appealing book, with loads of pictures, 
over 200, based on contemporary sources. An invaluable book for Sunday Schools of 
non-Catholic denominations, objective, undogmatic, sound basic information in thoroughly 
readable form, and with nothing that Catholics can object to, though the balance is not 
weighted in their favor. Tolerant, fair treatment of the checkered career of the 


Christian church, from its founding on to the age of comparative freedom. Call to at- 
tention of local clergymen and Sunday School superintendents. (Published) $2.50 
Under FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction add 
Alsop, G.F. & McBride, M.F. SHE'S OFF TO WORK Vanguard 


A general guide for career girls, which falls under the definition of a 
slightly moral rather than straight vocational book, but which is full of sound common 
sense. Appearance, living arrangements, health, amusements, personality, emotional 
life. Not goody-goody, but the sort of book adults will find praiseworthy. (4/29)$2.50 
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